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Friends  Bulletin  - History  & Incorporation 

by  Rob  Roy  Woodman,  Clerk,  Friends  Bulletin  Committee 

Friends  Bulletin  started  over  sixty  years  ago  as  a mimeo- 
graphed page  published  after  a gathering  of  the  Western 
Association  of  Friends  which  later  became  Pacific  Y early  Meet- 
ing. North  Pacific  and  Intermountain  Yearly  Meetings  then 
branched  off  from  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  All  three  yearly 
meetings  adopted  Friends  Bulletin  as  their  official  publication. 

As  time  went  on.  Friends  Bulletin  grew  from  a mimeo- 
graphed page  to  a newsletter  and  then  a magazine.  Through- 
out, its  purpose  has  been  to  connect  us,  not  only  regionally,  but 
also  to  the  world  community  of  Friends,  to  facilitate  an  active 
ministry  of  Friends  to  Friends,  and  to  make  visible  our  faith, 
our  history,  and  our  work  for  peace  and  social  justice. 

Organizationally,  Friends  Bulletin  has  remained  much  the 
same.  Its  oversight  committee  is  a committee  of  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting.  In  fact,  most  of  the  members  are  selected  from 
College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  of  PYM. 

Some  years  ago  it  became  obvious  that  the  purpose  of 
Friends  Bulletin  could  not  be  well-served  if  its  oversight  com- 
mittee were  so  geographically  restricted.  It  also  seemed  clear 
that  other  yearly  meetings  would  not  value  a publication  in 
which  they  had  no  stake.  That  resulted  in  inadequate  subscrip- 
tions and  unequal  sharing  of  financial  responsibility. 

When  a new  editor  was  sought,  the  Friends  Bulletin  Com- 
mittee chose  a person  who  was  not  from  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. Nancy  Yamall,  from  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  opened 
a communication  with  NPYM  that  the  committee  had  not  had 
before.  As  a result  of  this  communication  we  now  have  two 
committee  members  from  NPYM. 

This  now  gives  us  two  NPYM  members  serving  on  a PYM 
committee.  But  responsibility  for  Friends  Bulletin  is  still  not 
equally  shared  among  the  yearly  meetings.  The  committee  has 
discussed  what  to  do  about  this  for  the  past  three  years.  We 
decided  that  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to  incorporate,  with  the 
board  made  up  of  members  from  all  three  yearly  meetings  that 
Friends  Bulletin  serves. 

Our  plan,  which  has  been  approved  by  PYM  and  NPYM,  is 
to  incorporate  in  Oregon.  We  chose  Oregon  because  it  is  less 
expensive  and  simpler  than  California,  and  we  currently  have 
two  committee  members  there.  We  are  now  waiting  for  ap- 
proval of  our  plan  from  IMYM.  m 


Editor's  Note: 

Just  like  last  year  my  new  year's  resolutions  were  to 
exercize  more,  eat  healthier,  and  lose  weight.  Then  I saw  Ellen 
Goodman's  column,  "Why  not  resolve  to  experience  joy?" 

"Yeah,that's  it,"  I thought.  "Experience  joy  and  live  each 
day  for  itself.  Those  are  good  resolutions.  I hope  I can  live  up 
to  them." 

There's  joy  in  this  issue.  Enjoy  it. 


January  1994 

15  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting,  Berkeley 
Friends  Church,  Berkeley,  CA. 

15  Steering  Committee,  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, Multnomah  Meeting,  Portland,  OR. 

February  1994 

4-6  Quaker  Silent  Retreat,  Pacific  Northwest 
Quarterly  Meeting,  Camp  Huston,  Gold  Bar,  WA. 

12  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting,  Unitarian  Church, 

Corvallis,  OR. 

18-20  Continuing  Committee,  Intermountain  Yearly 
Meeting,  Las  Cruces,  NM. 

18-20  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting  Mid- 
Winter  Fellowship,  Pacific  Palisades,  CA. 

18-21  Friends  Conference  on  Religion  & Psychology, 
Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

25-27  Couples  Enrichment  Weekend,  Quaker  Center, 
Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

March  1994 

5 Representative  Committee,  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 
Claremont  Meeting,  Claremont,  CA. 

11-13  The  Dilemmas  of  Quaker  Service,  Quaker  Center, 
Ben  Lomond,  CA. 
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Lena  Amanti,  a Junior  Member 
of  Pima  Meeting,  is  a high 
school  student. 


Directory  for  Traveling  Friends 

The  1994  Directory  for  Traveling  Friends,  prepared 
by  Friends  General  Conference,  will  list  Friends 
throughout  the  world  who  offer  home  hospitality  to 
other  Friends  traveling  with  letters  of  introduction 
from  their  home  meetings.  Some  "bed  and  breakfasts" 
will  be  included.  The  1994  edition  will  be  available  in 
May  1994.  Friends  who  wish  to  offer  hospitality  should 
write  for  an  application  form  to  Friends  General  Con- 
ference TD,  1216  Arch  St,  2B,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107,  or 
call  (800)  966-4556.  The  deadline  for  applications  is 
February  15, 1994.  ■ 


Drawing  by  Etta  Marie  James,  Eastside  Meeting. 
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On  the  telephone  zvire  above  our 
drive  sits  an  aging  ‘Eton  school- 
master, hands  clasped  Behind  his 
Backj.  head  hunched  Between 
shoulders. 

American  ‘Kestrel. 


Rpwdy  teenager  of  the  air,  tumbling  and 
surfing  on  the  uhnd.  I’ve  seen  you 
challenge  the  great  ones  of  the  air — 

Q olden  Eagle,  ‘Rgd-Eailed  Mawf — 
daring  them  to  turn  on  you.  Knoiving 
they  won 't!  I ’ve  seen  the  smaller  Bloc 
Birds  do  the  same  to  you. 

‘Raven. 


impressions  of  Some  Friends 
by  Barbara  Janoe,  Juniper  Worship  Group 


Qentle  Quaker  lady,  all  in 
tones  of  Beigeygray.  Only  in 
startled  flight  does  she  show 
her  lacy  petticoat  and  Bright 
pin  f stockings! 
Morning  E)ove. 
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O'y, 


Stolid  little  house-frau  of  the  feeder, 
eating  with  determined  persistence.  I 
remember  in  your  youth  the  way  you 
rose  up  Beakito  Beakiagainst  your  sister, 
squabbling  over  a place  at  the  feeder,  a 
fit  of  seed. 

Mouse  finch. 
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Elain-Jane  of  the  Bird  zvorld  zvith 
a voice  like  squeaky  zvheel.  you 
suddenly  astonish  us  zvith  an  aria 
from  Eosca ...  Oris  it  S(igoletto? 
Eozvns  end’s  Solitaire. 


‘Elegant formal  dress  ...  zvhite  _ 

linen,  BCack^velvet,  iridescent  green 
taffeta ...  Selies  your  Boisterous 
streetgang  Behavior,  you  steal  food 
from  pets,  call  outrageously  to  each  other, 
and  even  harass  the  not  altogether  innocent  cats. 
Magpie. 


Cheeky...  Measure  ...  Measure  ...  Checks  Little  eyeless 
tzvittering -machine  — eyeless  But  not  Blind.  Mzvays 
checking.  Mzvays  measuring.  Checfand  measure.  Measure 
and  check-  Loo  far?  Slop  closer.  Loo  close?  Slop  apart. 
Check - Measure.  Lake  a Bite.  Measure.  Check - Check- 
Measure  ...  Measure ...  Checks 
Oregon  Junco. 


Shy  and  cautious,  ^ 
this  masked  dancer  steps  out  daintily,  then 
stands  poised  ready  to  glide  azvay  at  the 
slightest  hint  of  sound  or  movement. 
Chukar. 


Barbara  Janoe,  of  Juniper  Worship  Group,  is  a member  of  Salem  Meeting  and 
the  clerk  of  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting.  An  accomplished  artist,  she  also 
designs  clothing.  She  is  the  author  of  the  children's  book,  Daniel  Goes  to  Meeting, 
and  co-author  with  Ed  Janoe  of  several  books  on  family  and  relationships. 
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Primary  Spiritual  Sustenance 

by  Robert  Levering,  San  Francisco  Meeting 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting's  Faith  and  Practice  revision 
committee  recently  released  the  first  draft  of  the  "Core  of 
Our  Faith"  section  of  our  new  book  of  discipline  (due  for 
completion  in  the  year  2000).  Two  sentences  in  their  draft 
gave  me  pause  on  first  reading  and  they  trouble  me  even 
more  upon  reflection. 

The  sentences  in  question  relate  to  the  delicate  issue  of 
Christianity  and  the  Society  of  Friends.  It  is  delicate  be- 
cause the  current  edition  of  Faith  and  Practice  sparked 
considerable  controversy  when  it  was  first  published  in 
1985.  A number  of  Friends  attacked  the  1985  edition  for 
being  too  "Christ-centered." 

The  current  revision  committee  drafted  the  following: 
"We  are  a religious  tradition  rooted  in  Christianity  and 
the  centrality  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  Yet  many  Friends 
today  do  not  identify  their  religious  experience  as  Chris- 
tian but  rely  on  other  sources  for  their  primary  spiritual 
sustenance." 

The  last  sentence  raises  a number  of  questions.  First, 
what  are  the  "other  sources?"  Buddhism?  Hinduism? 
Islam?  Judaism?  Goddess  worship?  Jungian  psychology? 
Native  American  religions?  New  Age  philosophers?  Cre- 
ation spirituality?  Witchcraft?  Pagan  rituals?  If  other 
sources  are  supposedly  on  a par  with  Christianity  within 
the  Society  of  Friends,  then  we  should  at  least  know  what 
they  are. 

This  raises  another  issue.  Are  all  "other  sources"  com- 
patible with  Quakerism?  Any  committee  trying  to  com- 
pile a list  of  "primary  spiritual"  sources  acceptable  to 
Friends  may  find  that  they  had  opened  Pandora's  box. 
Several  years  ago,  there  was  talk  of  a schism  in  New  York 
Yearly  Meeting  because  of  the  practice  of  Goddess  spiri- 
tuality in  a Yearly  Meeting  retreat.  Some  may  feel  that 
Hinduism  is  acceptable  but  feel  uncomfortable  about 
Islam  being  listed  because  of  its  historic  positions  on  the 
role  of  women.  There  is  no  end  to  possible  controversies. 
Yet  on  what  basis  could  the  committee  exclude  any  form 
of  spirituality  that  some  Friends  considered  to  be  the 
source  of  their  "primary  spiritual  sustenance?" 

"... Friends  risk  permitting  the  beliefs  of 
the  newest  attender  to  define  what  we 
believe  as  a Society." 

Perhaps  it  may  appear  that  I am  only  quibbling  over 
the  revision  committee's  choice  of  words,  that  another 
wording  could  eliminate  the  problem.  I wish  that  were 
true.  But  I'm  convinced  that  in  its  apparent  effort  to  avoid 
offending  Friends,  the  revision  committee  has  pointed  to 
a critical  problem  within  the  Society  of  Friends.  I believe 
we  are  becoming  so  accepting  of  any  form  of  spirituality, 
particularly  if  it  is  non-Christian,  that  we  are  in  danger  of 


losing  our  own  identity  as  a viable  religion.  If  someone 
identifies  Buddhism  as  her  primary  source  of  spiritual 
strength,  isn't  that  person  a Buddhist  rather  than  a Quaker? 
As  things  stand  now.  Friends  risk  permitting  the  beliefs  of 
the  newest  attender  to  define  what  we  believe  as  a Society. 
Is  there  any  group  or  organization  that  can  long  survive 
on  that  basis? 

We  are  not,  nor  should  we  try  to  be,  all  things  to  all 
people.  Quakerism  has  a powerful  message  for  many  in 
our  modem  society.  Ours  is  not  merely  "a  community  of 
seekers,"  as  the  PYM  revision  committee  put  it.  We  are  the 
inheritors  of  a tradition  of  finders.  Much  like  the  earliest 
Friends,  many  of  us  don't  and  can't  identify  with  the 
Christianity  around  us.  Probably  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority of  PYM  Friends  are,  in  fact,  refugees  from  various 
Christian  churches,  and  many  of  us  are  downright  hostile 
to  the  Christianity  of  our  childhood.  But  that  doesn't  make 
most  of  us  much  different  from  early  Friends  who  were  also 
refugees  from  the  various  forms  of  Christianity  of  their  day. 

From  the  outset,  Quakers  saw  themselves  as  being 
different.  They  wrote  dozens  of  polemics  against  the 
beliefs  of  other  Christians  and  were  viciously  persecuted 
in  return.  Robert  Barclay  called  Friends  the  "third  form  of 
Christianity"  to  distinguish  us  from  Protestants  and  Catho- 
lics on  such  important  points  as  our  understanding  of 
authority,  the  Scriptures,  and  Christ. 

Quakers  have  not,  of  course,  been  united  in  their 
interpretations  of  the  Christian  Gospel.  The  numerous 
splits  and  schisms  since  1828  attest  to  that.  Yet  until  the 
last  decade  or  so,  there  has  not  been  a question  about 
whether  Quakerism  as  a whole  is  a Christian  faith. 

In  recent  years  there  has  been  a marked  increase  within 
our  branch  of  Quakerism  of  what  Samuel  Caldwell,  a 
former  general  secretary  of  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting, 
calls  "pseudo-universalism,"  which  he  distinguishes  from 
"Quaker  Universalism."1  As  Caldwell  puts  it,  "Unlike 
Quaker  Universalism,  which  calls  for  a faith  commitment  to 
a specific  religious  path,  pseudo-universalism  teaches  non- 
adherence to  any  particular  religion  at  all,  preferring  a kind 
of  smorgasbord  approach  to  religious  ideas  instead." 

What  makes  the  pseudo-universalist  approach  so  in- 
sidious is  that  it  is  couched  in  the  language  of  acceptance 
and  open-mindedness  — values  Friends  have  always 
espoused.  In  the  pseudo-universalist  view,  Quakerism  is 
first  and  foremost  a religion  of  tolerance  and  equality,  one 
where  any  true  seeker  is  welcome  to  share  in  the  silent 
worship  and  seek  his/her  Light  within.  Yet  pseudo-uni- 
versalism is  antithetical  to  creating  and  maintaining  a 
community  of  faith  for  two  reasons:  First,  it  cuts  us  off 
from  our  roots,  our  Christian  roots.  And  second,  it  offers 
no  spiritual  path  — only  the  promise  of  meaningful  spiri- 
tual insights  from  a variety  of  sources. 

By  suggesting  that  Christianity  is  but  one  of  the  op- 
tions among  a variety  of  primary  spiritual  sources,  PYM's 
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revision  committee  is  effectively  adopting  a pseudo-uni- 
versalist  position.  The  Christian  roots  of  Quakerism  are 
thus  effectively  severed  for  any  Friend  who  feels  uncom- 
fortable either  with  the  Bible  or  with  the  three  centuries  of 
Friends  whose  journals,  epistles,  and  tracts  are  loaded 
with  Christ-centered  language  and  Biblical  allusions.  Those 
who  choose  the  Christian  option  in  this  scheme  of  things 
find  themselves  to  be  just  another  minority  group  whose 
corporate  function  becomes  like  that  of  an  antiquarian 
club  within  the  Society. 

Living  organisms  do  not  long  endure  once  off  from 
their  roots.  And  a community  without  roots  has  no  com- 
mon language,  rituals,  or  vision.  Before  long  it  ceases  to  be 
a community  and  reverts  to  being  a collection  of  individuals. 

Some  may  suggest  that  such  a fate  is  not  likely  for  the 
Society  of  Friends  because  we  at  least  share  some  common 
beliefs.  If  asked  what  beliefs  we  hold  in  common,  most  of 
us  would  immediately  respond  that  Quakers  believe  “there 
is  that  of  God  in  every  one."  Yet  this  phrase  is  hardly  a 
bedrock  of  faith  since  it  has  such  a wide  variety  of  mean- 
ings. To  some  it  is  an  affirmation  of  the  innate  goodness  of 
humanity — a view  quite  compatible  with  secular  human- 
ism. To  others  it  suggests  the  unity  of  all  creation,  that 
there  is  that  of  God  in  everything  and  everything  in  God 
(pantheism).  And  to  still  others  (like  George  Fox,  origina- 
tor of  the  phrase),  it  requires  a response  to  the  divine 
potential  in  others  because  of  a clear  understanding  that 
there  is  also  that  not  of  God  in  everyone. 

Rather  than  uniting  us  as  Friends,  such  creedal  cliches 
merely  paper  over  our  differences.  And  they  point  to  an 
even  more  serious  problem:  the  lack  of  a common  spiri- 
tual path.  This  I see  as  the  greatest  source  of  concern  for 
the  future  of  unprogrammed  Friends.  Rather  than  looking 
within  our  own  spiritual  tradition,  many  of  us  look  else- 
where for  our  “primary  spiritual  sustenance."  This  is  sad 
since  Quakerism  offers  an  extremely  vibrant  and  distinc- 
tive spiritual  path.  It  is  one  that  involves  not  only  a 
recognition  of  the  existence  of  the  Inward  Light,  but  much 
more  important,  a faith  based  on  following  that  Light 
(which  Quakers  have  traditionally  identified  with  Christ) . 

For  earlier  Friends  it  was  not  merely  "the  teachings  of 
Jesus"  that  were  central  to  their  faith.  Rather  it  was  his  life, 
especially  his  willingness  to  "take  up  the  Cross."  Jesus 
was  not  just  another  great  teacher.  Friends  have  found  his 
life  significant  because  of  the  totality  of  his  commitment  to 
following  God's  will,  even  unto  death.  Or  as  the  1985 
version  of  Faith  and  Practice  put  it:  "We  are  reminded  by 
Christ's  life  on  earth  that  faith  and  practice  are  one."  That 
sentence  to  me  represents  the  essence  of  Quakerism — the 
call  to  integrity  in  everything  we  do. 

This  is  a high  calling.  It  is  best  done  within  a supportive 
community  that  earlier  generations  of  Friends  fostered.  It 
would  be  a shame  for  us  to  flinch  from  cultivating  this 
spiritual  path  and  reduce  ourselves  to  a kind  of  lowest 


common  denominator  Quakerism  — one  that  has  a super- 
ficial appeal  to  almost  everyone,  but  challenges  no  one  to 
follow  a committed  spiritual  life. 

Perhaps  it  is  because  of  my  familiarity  with  and  con- 
tinuing interest  in  non-Christian  religions  that  I cannot 
identify  with  the  revision  committee's  apparent  willing- 
ness to  suggest  that  Quakerism  is  something  other  than  a 
form  of  Christianity.  Yes,  we  can  and  should  be  open  to 
non-Christian  religious  insights.  But  we  risk  the  danger  of 
cutting  ourselves  off  from  our  rich  and  dynamic  heritage 
if  we  pretend  to  stand  outside  of  the  tradition  that  molded 
us.  As  Dan  Seeger,  the  director  of  Pendle  Hill  and  one  of 
the  leadings  spokespersons  for  what  is  known  as  Quaker 
Universalism,  one  wrote,  "Genuine  universalism  is  very 
demanding  of  its  practitioners  ....  The  most  likely  path 
toward  an  understanding  of  the  significance  of  a multi- 
plicity of  religions  is  to  encounter  deeply  the  experience  of 
one  religion,  preferably  the  one  closest  at  hand,  which  for 
the  most  of  us  would  be  Quakerism  and  its  Judeo-Chris- 
tian  heritage." 

In  this  regard  we  all  might  take  seriously  the  following 
words  written  by  Friends  World  Conference  in  1952: 

"While  seeking  to  interpret  our  Christian  faith  in  the 
language  of  today,  we  must  remember  that  there  is  one 
worse  thing  than  failure  to  practice  what  we  profess,  and 
that  is  to  water  down  our  profession  to  match  our 
practice."  ■ 

1 Samuel  Caldwell's  pamphlet,  "That  Blessed  Principle: 
Reflections  on  the  Uniqueness  of  Quaker  Universalism,"  can 
be  obtained  for  $2.35  from  the  Quaker  Universalist  Fellowship, 
Box  201  RD 1,  Landenberg,  PA  19350.  For  an  additional  $1.75, 
QUF  will  also  send  a related  pamphlet  by  Doug  Gwyn  called 
"The  Quaker  Dynamic:  Personal  Faith  and  Corporate  Vision." 

Southern  California  Friends  Conference 
on  Religion  and  Psychology 

Southern  California  Friends  Conference  on  Religion  and 
Psychology  announces  its  thirteenth  annual  gathering,  en- 
titled "Yielding  to  the  Center:  Quakers  and  Meditation." 

We  will  meet  at  Rancho  del  Cielo  near  Ramona,  Cali- 
fornia, on  the  weekend  of  April  8-10, 1994,  and  invite  you 
to  join  us  in  a Gathering  to  listen  beyond  the  analogies  and 
behind  the  words  to  a discussion  and  experience  of  medi- 
tative practices.  We'll  begin  with  Guided  Meditation  led 
by  Judy  Leshefka.  Steve  Smith  will  invite  us  to  join  him  in 
Sitting  Meditation.  Maggie  Shelton  will  guide  us  in  Mov- 
ing Meditation.  Jane  Peers  will  take  us  on  an  exploration 
of  Quaker  Meditation.  You  will  explore  and  develop  your 
own  meditative  practices  in  large  group  and  small  group 
settings.  Your  choice  of  small  groups  will  include  each  of 
the  meditative  practices  presented,  plus  a sharing  group, 
an  art  group,  and  a dream  group. 

For  information,  contact  Jim  Summers  at  62535  Shaw 
Ridge  Rd,  San  Diego,  CA  92130.  ■ 
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IMYM  Continuing  Committee 

Questions  for  IMYM  Monthly  Meetings: 

1.  Friends  Bulletin  Incorporation: 

Background : ...  Since  Friends  Bulletin  is  the  official  publica- 
tion for  Pacific,  North  Pacific,  and  Intermountain  Yearly 
Meetings,  the  current  Friends  Bulletin  Committee  is  seek- 
ing IMYM's  approval  for  this  change  [incorporation]  and 
also  IMYM's  representation  on  the  new  seven-member 
board  of  directors.... 

Questions:  (a)  Do  Friends  support  separate  incorporation  for 
the  Friends  Bulletin ? (b)  Do  Friends  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  IMYM  members  to  the  Board  of  Directors?... 

2.  Friends  Center  in  Moscow: 

Background:  Each  Monthly  Meeting  should  receive  materi- 
als regarding  the  Friends  Center  in  Moscow.... 

Question:  Will  Friends  consider  the  materials  they  received 
and  report  to  Continuing  Committee  regarding  their  reac- 
tions as  to  the  possible  extent  of  the  involvement  of  the 
yearly  meeting  in  such  a center? 

3.  Long  Range  Planning: 

Background:  The  IMYM  Minute  92-4  freed  the  Long  Range 
Planning  Committee  from  ...  near-term  site  selection  and 
charged  it  with  thinking  creatively  about  the  future,  in- 
cluding the  possibility  of  developing  our  own  site.... 
Question:  If  you  were  to  dream  up  a permanent  home  for 
IMYM,  what  would  you  envision  and  where? 

4.  Ministry  & Counsel  for  IMYM: 

Background:  A proposal  for  a Ministry  and  Counsel  Com- 
mittee ...  (1)  to  assist  the  clerks  in  pursuing  their  calling  in 
a spiritual  manner  and  (2)  to  be  available  to  members  of  the 
IMYM  during  the  annual  meeting... 

Questions:  (a)  Does  your  Monthly  Meeting  have  any  sug- 
gestions in  the  formation  of  a Committee  on  Ministry  and 
Counsel  for  the  Yearly  Meeting?  (b)  Are  there  members  of 
your  Meeting  who  feel  called  to  serve  on  this  Committee? 

5.  Faith  and  Practice: 

Background:  At  the  IMYM  annual  meeting  in  1993  a minute 
was  passed  establishing  a procedure  for  developing  a 
Faith  and  Practice  for  IMYM. ... 

Questions:  (a)  Has  your  meeting  formed  a group  or  named 
a coordinator  to  work  on  a Faith  and  Practice?  (b)  In  what 
aspects  of  Faith  and  Practice  is  your  meeting  interested? 

6.  Speaker  for  IMYM  1994: 

Background:  Our  speaker  at  the  IMYM  annual  meeting  in  1994 
will  be  Dorian  Bales  whose  focus  will  be  Quaker  Community. 
Questions:  (a)  What  do  Friends  in  your  Monthly  Meeting  or 
Worship  Group  think  is  meant  by  the  phrase  "Quaker 
Community?"  (b)  In  what  ways  is  your  Monthly  Meeting 
or  Worship  Group  a "Quaker  Community?"  (c)  Do  we 
expect  our  Yearly  Meeting  to  be  a "Quaker  Community?" 
If  yes,  then  in  what  ways?  ■ 

Vickie  Aldrich  is  Continuing  Committee  Clerk. 


Claremont  Meeting  Hosts 
Representative  Committee,  March  5, 1994 
by  Ellie  Huffman,  Clerk,  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 

The  first  weekend  in  March  will  bring  Quakers  of  all 
sizes  and  shapes,  flying,  riding,  walking,  running,  and 
biking  to  Claremont  Meeting  House  for  the  1994  Repre- 
sentative Committee  Meeting.  Local  Friends  are  prepared 
to  help  feed  and  house  these  friendly  folks,  who  are  eager  to 
meet  and  discover  together  a plan  for  our  annual  gathering. 

As  Friends  we  continue  to  search  for  responses  to  the 
uncertainties  of  the  present.  Transitions,  the  teaching  of 
distrust,  the  pain  of  violence,  personal  loss  or  chaos,  the 
agony  of  friend  against  friend  in  countries  tom  apart  by 
their  very  freedom  ...  what  do  these  challenging  condi- 
tions mean  to  us  as  Friends,  in  both  our  individual  and 
corporate  lives? 

Representative  Committee  will  be  a time  to  create  a 
vision  for  an  annual  gathering  that  responds  to  our  per- 
sonal, spiritual,  and  mutual  needs  in  such  a time  of  confu- 
sion, change,  and,  for  many,  fear.  Can  we  grasp  the  big 
picture  and  find  our  right  place?  How  do  we  accomplish 
this  through  our  relationships  with  one  another,  our  rela- 
tionships with  the  children  of  our  Meetings,  our  willing- 
ness and  strength  as  we  face  the  shadows  in  our  own  lives 
and  meetings? 

How  do  we  bring  joy  and  laughter  into  our  lives  and 
those  around  us  as  witness  to  our  faith?  Can  we  create  an 
opportunity  to  experience  the  fullness  of  life,  in  a way  that 
encourages  growth  and  enriches  our  lives? 

Let  us  seek  together  to  find  our  deepest  spiritual  center 
and  discover  new  energies  to  uncover  opportunities  for 
shared  understanding  and  experience. 

May  God  illuminate  the  way  as  we  create  a vision  for 
our  annual  gathering  to  be  held  in  Chico,  California, 
August  2-7, 1994. 

Old  Format  — New  Content 

for  August  PYM  Representative  Meeting 

PYM  1994  will  be  held  at  CRAIG  HALL,  Chico,  CA, 
August  2-7, 1994.  Walker  Creek  Ranch  found  it  necessary 
to  honor  a previous  commitment  for  use  of  its  facility  the 
week  of  PYM  '94. 

Requests  for  PYM  time,  interest  groups,  sharing  groups, 
and  other  scheduling  matters  shall  be  given  (or  sent)  in 
writing  to  the  Clerk  or  Assistant  Clerk  by  May  15, 1994. 

Representatives  will: 

1)  Conduct  business  that  does  not  require  action  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  (if  in  doubt,  check  it  out); 

2)  Reach  agreement  on  the  way  in  which  business  will 
be  conducted  at  Yearly  Meeting  and  on  the  subjects  to  be 
heard  in  plenary  sessions; 

3)  Create  a vision  of  PYM  '94  based  on  vital  concerns; 
e.g..  Social  Order  Committee  wants  us  to  look  at  the  big 
picture  for  greater  understanding  and  leadings. 

Be  prepared  to  think  new!  ■ 
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Same-Gender  Marriage 

Advances  in  Hawai'i 

by  Robert  Stauffer,  Honolulu  Meeting 

When  I was  bom  (1951),  most  people,  most  leaders, 
and  the  laws  in  two-thirds  of  the  states  all  agreed  that  it 
was  wrong  (and  a felony)  to  have  homo  sapiens  of  differing 
skin  pigment  be  granted  the  right  to  enter  into  the  govern- 
ment-recognized marriage  partnership.  This  was  not  the 
first  issue  on  which  Friends  generally  (and  Hawai'i  spe- 
cifically) went  against  the  tide,  of  course. 

On  the  one  hand.  Friends  weren't  historically  all  that 
interested  in  government-sanctioned  marriages.  On  the 
other,  we  stood  four-square  for  the  proposition  that  con- 
senting homo  sapiens  should  be  allowed  to  legally  marry 
whom  they  wanted. 

Things  came  to  a head  in  the  1960s  when  a homo  sapiens 
couple  with  differing  skin  pigments  (the  aptly  named 
Lovings),  with  their  marriage  recognized  by  a District  of 
Columbia  marriage  license,  moved  a few  miles  south  to 
Virginia  and  promptly  got  arrested,  convicted  of  the 
felony  of  being  married,  and  each  sentenced  to  25  years  in 
jail.  Wrote  the  trial  judge  in  upholding  the  concept  of 
miscegenation:  "Almighty  God  created  the  races  . . . and 
he  [s/c]  placed  them  on  separate  continents.  . . . The  fact 
that  he  separated  the  races  shows  that  he  did  not  intend 
for  the  races  to  mix."  The  case  was  appealed  to  the 
Virginia  Supreme  Court,  which  upheld  the  law,  convic- 
tions and  sentences. 

We  can  laugh  at  all  this  now  (while  we  quietly  shud- 
der). Yet  we  are  wise  to  remember  that  these  were  strongly 
held  personal  views,  supported  in  the  Light  (as  they  saw 
it)  by  tens  of  millions  of  our  fellow  citizens.  But  for  the 
Grace  of  God  in  1967  (and  the  quirk  of  having  a histori- 
cally rare  liberal  majority  on  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court), 
these  miscegenation  laws  would  remain  the  law  of  the 
land  in  a good  many  states  today. 

Now  the  Hawai'i  Supreme  Court,  following  the  lead  of 
that  Warren  Court,  has  taken  another  step  for  human 
dignity,  equality  and  tolerance.  It  has  said  that  homo 
sapiens  of  the  same  gender  should  be  granted  the  same 
right  to  enter  into  the  government-recognized  marriage 
partnership.  In  short,  based  on  the  Equal  Rights  Amend- 
ment contained  in  the  Hawai'i  constitution,  the  Court 
ruled  that  such  gender-based  discrimination  is,  on  its  face, 
unconstitutional. 

Commented  the  Hawai'i  Court,  "We  do  not  believe 
that  trial  judges  are  the  ultimate  authorities  on  the  subject 
of  Divine  Will,  and  [as  the  final  Federal  outcome  of  the 
Loving  case  amply  demonstrates]  constitutional  law  may 
mandate,  like  it  or  not,  that  customs  change  with  an 
evolving  social  order." 

Like  the  earlier  issue  of  the  color  of  one's  skin,  this 
matter  serves  to  provide  deep  feelings  and  beliefs  on  the 


part  of  many  people.  Numerous  Friends'  bodies,  for  ex- 
ample, remain  nonunited  over  whether  to  welcome  same- 
gender  marriage  ceremonies.  The  Court  naturally  does 
not  address  this  internal  religious  concern,  as  individual 
churches,  temples,  and  meetings  have  the  right  to  cel- 
ebrate the  marriage  ceremony  as  they  wish.  After  all, 
couples  not  otherwise  wishing  or  finding  a religious  body 
for  their  ceremony  can  always  have  a secular  wedding 
performed  by  a judge.  It  is  hoped  that  Friends  will  remain 
standing  four-square  for  the  proposition  that  people  should 
be  allowed  to  legally  marry  whom  they  want. 

A legal  technicality  prevented  the  Hawai'i  Court  from 
sanctioning  same-gender  marriages  immediately.  These 
might  be  legalized  in  a year  or  two,  depending  on  how 
quickly  certain  court  and  political  procedures  can  be 
completed. 

The  Federal  government  traditionally  has  not  issued 
marriage  licenses,  choosing  instead  to  recognize  those 
issued  by  the  states.  Even  when  most  of  the  country 
banned  different-race  marriages  (whether  the  couple  had 
a valid  license  from  a "free"  state  or  not),  couples  with 
valid  licenses  were  accepted  by  Federal  authorities  (such 
as  military  base  commanders).  Whether  such  a liberal 
Federal  tradition  would  continue  to  be  practiced  with 
licenses  from  Hawai'i  is  an  unanswered  question  and  one 
around  which  Friends  may  wish  to  search  their  recogni- 
tion of  the  Light  and  speak  out. 

Currently  all  other  states  recognize  marriage  licenses 
from  Hawai'i.  Efforts  are  already  being  seen  in  some 
states  to  end  this  practice  if  Hawai'i  licenses  same-gender 
marriages.  Again,  Friends  may  wish  to  search  out  Divine 
Will  on  this  matter  and  then  speak  out  themselves. 

The  State's  Governor,  John  Waihe'e,  has  chosen  to 
offer  a compromise  of  full  legal  rights  to  same-gender 
commitments,  as  long  as  a term  different  from  "marriage" 
is  used.  But  this  would  mean  that  the  licenses  issued 
would  not  be  binding  on  the  Federal  government  or  the 
other  states.  Honolulu  Meeting  has  written  the  Governor 
asking  him  to  simply  drop  his  opposition  to  full  and  equal 
rights  for  same-gender  marriages — the  Governor  could,  at 
his  option,  drop  his  legal  resistance  and  the  marriages 
would  become  fully  legal  tomorrow. 

Incidentally,  to  get  a Hawai'i  marriage  license,  Hawai'i 
law  requires  a ceremony  to  be  performed  locally  by  a 
locally  licensed  church,  temple,  meeting,  or  judge.  This 
law  remains  in  effect  whether  or  not  a marriage  ceremony 
has  already  been  performed  elsewhere.  So  a same-gender 
couple  wishing  to  come  to  Hawai'i  to  be  granted  a mar- 
riage license,  once  same-gender  marriage  is  legalized 
here,  must  make  arrangements  for  a local  ceremony, 
either  religious  or  secular. 

Many  of  us  look  forward  to  Hawai'i  becoming  the  first 
"free"  state  in  this  arena.  Because  of  the  interconnection 
between  the  states,  a wave  of  progress  should  be  seen 
across  the  land  once  headway  is  seen  in  just  these  Islands.^ 
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Membership 

by  Tom  Farley,  Palo  Alto  Meeting 

Membership  in  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  exists 
only  through  membership  in  monthly  meetings  and  is 
integral  with  four  basic  purposes  of  monthly  meetings:  1) 
to  provide  for  corporate  worship  in  the  manner  of  Friends; 
2)  to  provide  for  corporate  witness  based  in  worship  and 
Friends'  historic  testimonies;  3)  to  support  and  guide 
similarly  based  personal  witness;  and  4)  to  support  and 
guide  personal  spiritual  growth. 

Quaker  meetings  for  worship  are  open  to  the  general 
public.  In  witness.  Friends  may  join  with  others  who  share 
a concern.  Monthly  meeting  business,  however,  is  con- 
ducted by  those  who  recognize  the  basic  purposes,  accept 
Friends'  testimonies,  and  commit  themselves  to  making 
the  business  process  work.  Quaker  process  is  not  based  on 
rights,  prohibitions,  and  privileges  (the  checks  and  bal- 
ances of  worldly  organizations),  but  in  unity,  responsibil- 
ity, and  truth.  The  conduct  of  business  in  the  manner  of 
Friends  is  learned  through  participation  and  practice. 

Participants  who  accept  Friends  testimonies  and  busi- 
ness process  are  encouraged  to  formalize  participation  by 
being  recorded  as  members.  The  membership  clearness 
process  is  a search  for  unity  that  the  responsibilities  are 
understood  and  the  commitment  truly  made  by  both  the 
participant  and  the  meeting.  The  action  of  a meeting  for 
business  does  not  create  membership.  Rather  it  records 
that  the  membership  relationship  has  already  begun. 
Meetings  do  not  offer  membership;  it  must  be  applied  for. 
Meetings  have  no  formal  mechanism  for  recognizing  com- 
mitted participants  who  have  not  applied  for  membership. 

Recorded  membership  is  a tool  meetings  use  to  iden- 
tify those  who  are  committed  to  the  meeting  process  and 
included  in  the  mutual  care  of  the  meeting  community. 
Reduced  participation  due  to  age,  health,  family  needs, 
work,  or  distance  from  meeting  may  at  times  occur  with- 
out changing  the  membership  commitment.  When  com- 
mitment lapses,  however,  so  should  membership.  When  a 
member  who  has  withdrawn  from  participation  in  and 
commitment  to  the  meeting  remains  recorded  as  a member, 
the  meeting  needs  to  examine  the  continuation  of  that  mem- 
bership record.  Each  monthly  meeting  is  responsible  for  the 
truth  as  well  as  the  accuracy  of  its  membership  records. 

Membership  defines  the  relationship  between  an  indi- 
vidual and  a meeting,  not  the  relationship  between  a 
person  and  God.  The  recording  of  membership  is  not  a 
Quaker  substitute  for  baptism  or  confirmation.  No  spiri- 
tual test  or  affirmation  of  creed  is  required  for  member- 
ship, and  no  spiritual  status  is  obtained.  Friends  do  not 
regard  themselves  as  a spiritually  elect  or  elite  group 
which  everyone  ought  to  aspire  to  join.  Quakerism  is  not 
"The  Way"  to  worship  God.  Given  the  diversity  in  meet- 
ings, it  is  only  minimally  a way.  Rather,  Quakerism  is  the 
reverse.  Each  Friend  is  a way  God  ministers  to  the  world. 

Continued  in  next  column. 


Prudent  Living,  Thoughtful  Dying 

by  Robert  Schutz,  Redwood  Forest  Meeting 

Marie  and  I are  joining  the  Friends  House  Community 
(Santa  Rosa,  California)  next  spring  and  looking  forward 
to  the  next-to-last  move  in  our  odyssey.  We  have  an 
advantage  over  many  who  would  think  about  this  move 
because  we  have  had  a hand  in  planning  that  community. 
Marie  has  been  the  volunteer  librarian  there  since  the 
beginning,  and  we  have  many  dear  friends  there.  But 
similar  advantages  can  be  attained  by  almost  everyone. 

For  example,  many  of  our  friends  point  out  that  we 
have  been  living  for  twenty  years  in  a wonderful  commu- 
nity, Monan's  Rill.  It's  in  the  country  with  clean  air,  a 
terrific  garden,  meetings,  and  caring  you  wouldn't  be- 
lieve. How  can  we  possibly  leave  that  setting  of  our  own 
and  others'  creation?  Ah,  but  there  are  hills  to  climb  and 
work  to  do.  We  don't  dislike  either,  but  we  like  to  be  able 
to  do  our  share,  and  little  signs  are  showing.  The  other  day 
when  I was  digging  glad  bulbs,  my  hands  hurt  with 
arthritis  for  two  days  afterward,  a new  experience.  And 
there  are  others  waiting  at  the  gate,  with  energy  and  verve, 
to  fill  our  places  as  we  leave.  We  are  satisfied  with  Monan's 
Rill  and  revel  in  our  memories  there.  It  will  go  on  well 
without  us. 

The  community  at  Friends  House  is  close,  there  is  work  to 
do,  service  to  render,  entertainment  by  the  yard,  and  health 
care  on  the  premises.  And  we  won't  be  a burden  to  our 
children.  They  will  love  to  visit  us,  and  we  them,  at  Friends 
House,  and  we  can  go  to  the  nearby  country  at  any  time. 

I would  urge  you,  my  older  Friends,  to  consider  our 
course.  We  all  tend  to  think  nothing  will  happen  to  us.  But 
my  close  observation  of  many  lives  shows  that  the  odds 
are  against  our  bodies  being  the  wonderful  one-hoss  shay. 
Things  happen  all  the  time,  some  of  them  little,  some  big. 
There  is  security  in  knowing  that  all  of  those  things,  big 
and  little,  are  taken  care  of  at  Friends  House.  Do  be 
prudent  and  thoughtful  of  your  future;  move  while  you 
have  the  zip  to  enjoy  it. 

The  Friendly  atmosphere  is  compelling  at  Friends 
House.  And  the  administration  wants  to  keep  it  so.  Staff  is 
all  important  to  that  atmosphere.  So  this  is  a plea,  also,  to 
Friends  to  join  the  staff  of  seventy,  in  which  there  is  always 
some  turnover.  The  pay  is  good,  opportunity  is  equal, 
conditions  superb,  and  Santa  Rosa  is  a very  fine  place  to 
live.  You  can  easily  move  to  join  us  from  any  place  in  the 
country.  We  hope  we'll  see  you  there,  enjoying  and  taking 
care  of  us.  ■ 

Robert  Schutz  was  the  Friends  Bulletin  Editor  from  1974-78. 

Continued  from  previous  column. 
Friends  recognize  the  same  ministry  active,  as  well,  in 
many  non-Friends  and  see  its  potential  in  every  human 
life.  Membership  is  open  to  all.  Friends  are  committed  to 
the  principle  that  it  is  possible,  but  not  necessary,  for 
anyone  to  become  a Friend.  ■ 
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Moving  Toward  a Vision  — Step  by  Step 

by  Carla  Hansen,  University  Meeting 

We're  not  exactly  sure  how  our  meeting  got  interested 
in  retirement  housing,  but  sometime  in  the  Spring  of  1992 
someone  at  University  Meeting  suggested  to  Clerk  Dorsey 
Green  that  maybe  a committee  ought  to  be  formed  to  look 
into  the  matter.  Following  through  on  this,  Dorsey  asked 
a member  of  Meeting  to  temporarily  set  up  and  clerk  a 
committee.  She  placed  a notice  in  the  First  Day  Bulletin, 
and  the  “Ad  Hoc  Committee  for  Quaker  Retirement  Hous- 
ing" was  off  and  running. 

Well,  not  exactly  running  — maybe  walking.  The  com- 
mittee convened  in  May  1992  and  spent  the  next  few 
months  trying  to  define  our  task.  You  wouldn't  think  that 
would  be  hard,  but  it  was.  Some  folks  on  the  committee 
thought  we  might  want  to  look  into  intergenerational 
housing  that  included  all  age  groups;  one  person  sug- 
gested a co-op  model  — maybe  sell  some  shares  in  the 
project;  some  folks  were  only  interested  in  housing  in  the 
country  — way  far  in  the  country,  like  in  the  wilds  of  the 
North  Cascades! 

After  much  discussion  and  many  meetings  we  all 
agreed  that  the  committee  would  look  into  retirement 
housing  designed  for  older  adults  only;  all  other  aspects 
would  be  decided  later.  It  was  to  this  type  of  housing  that 
we  felt  we  as  Quakers  could  bring  a unique  vision.  First, 
however,  we  thought  we  had  better  find  out  what  Univer- 
sity Friends  thought.  Were  they,  for  that  matter,  even 
interested  in  the  idea  of  Quaker  retirement  housing? 

We  constructed  a questionnaire  and  distributed  it  to 
the  meeting.  We  asked  Friends: 

(1)  Would  you  be  interested  in  living  in  Quaker 

retirement  housing? 

(2)  Where  should  such  housing  be  located? 

(3)  What  features  would  you  want  retirement  housing  to 

offer? 

We  were  pleased  with  the  responses  we  got.  Friends 
told  us  that  they  were  interested  in  Quaker  retirement 
housing  but  didn't  think  they  would  be  needing  it  for 
about  ten  years.  They  told  us  they  would  prefer  that  the 
housing  be  located  in  an  urban  area  (not  surprising  since 
those  who  responded  to  the  questionnaire  largely  resided 
in  Seattle);  they  preferred  the  housing  be  only  for  those 
over  age  50;  and  they  wanted  a community  that  included 
all  faiths  rather  than  restricting  itself  to  Quakers.  They 
wanted  the  housing  to  be  affordable;  they  also  wanted  it 
available  to  shopping  and  public  transportation;  and  they 
wanted  residents  to  have  easy  access  to  one  another,  to 
meeting  for  worship,  and  to  medical  facilities.  It  seemed 
to  us  that  University  Friends  Meeting  was  telling  us  with 
these  responses  that  they  were  with  us  in  our  vision  and 
encouraging  us  to  do  what  we  could  to  make  this  vision 
possible.  That's  all  we  needed.  We  were  on  our  way! 

We  began  with  research.  We  read  books  on  retirement 
plans  and  on  retirement  housing  models  and  pamphlets 


on  sources  of  grants  and  financial  aid.  We  sent  for  bro- 
chures from  retirement  communities  and  visited  a couple 
of  them.  We  learned  to  "talk  the  talk"  — not  an  easy  task, 
since  retirement  housing  has  a language  of  its  own.  We 
discussed  the  merits  of  extensive  contracts  over  modified 
and  fee-for-service  contracts.  We  learned  the  difference 
between  group  homes,  nursing  homes,  transition  homes, 
congregate  homes,  CCC's,  and  CCRC's.  We  ended  this 
flurry  of  research  with  a position  paper  which  we  pre- 
sented to  University  Friends.  It  was  well-received.  They 
gave  us  the  go-ahead,  and  we  decided  to  take  our  show  on 
the  road. 

From  the  beginning  of  our  vision  there  was  little  doubt 
in  our  minds  that  retirement  housing  was  too  large  a 
project  for  just  one  Monthly  Meeting  — even  one  the  size 
of  University  Friends.  We  knew  we  needed  to  draw  talent 
and  expertise  from  the  larger  geographical  area  of  Quar- 
terly or  Yearly  Meeting  and  hoped  that  the  larger  area 
would  provide  us  with  psychological  and  financial  sup- 
port, as  well. 

To  widen  the  base  of  interest  for  our  project  we  went  to 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in  Corvallis  this  summer. 
We  presented  an  interest  group  there  which  drew  partici- 
pation from  more  than  thirty  people.  We  told  this  group  of 
our  progress  and  they,  in  turn,  told  us  about  their  experi- 
ence with  retirement  housing  and  their  need  for  it.  They 
brought  to  the  group  a range  of  exposure  — some  having 
investigated  housing  for  themselves  or  their  elderly  par- 
ents; some  presently  participating  in  the  formation  of 
retirement  housing;  some  having  no  experience  but  shar- 
ing in  our  vision  that  such  housing  is  necessary  and  a 
reflection  of  Quaker  concern.  Several  persons  in  the  group 
volunteered  to  act  as  contact  persons  for  their  individual 
monthly  meetings  and  many  indicated  they  would  like  to 
be  a part  of  further  committee  activities. 

Later  in  the  summer  we  took  our  project  to  Pacific 
Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting  in  Ellensburg  and  made  a 
visit  to  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  in  Eugene  in  early 
fall.  Wherever  we  went,  we  found  interest  and  enthusi- 
asm. 

Where  do  we  go  from  here?  We  feel  that  in  the  near 
future  we  need  to  consider  setting  up  a permanent  Com- 
mittee for  Quaker  Retirement  Housing  and  a Board  of 
Directors  under  the  care  of  either  Yearly  Meeting  or  two  or 
more  Quarterly  Meetings.  Eventually  we  will  be  looking 
for  sources  of  funding  and  property.  The  task  at  this  point 
seems  formidable,  but  we  are  emboldened  by  a statement 
made  to  us  by  Paul  Lewis  of  Kendal  Corporation  (a  Quaker 
retirement  housing  developer),  who  told  us  that  no  group 
that  has  attempted  to  establish  retirement  housing,  that  he 
is  aware  of,  has  ever  failed  to  do  so!  But  he  did  add  "it  does 
take  time  and  patience." 

We  on  the  committee  have  plenty  of  time  and  lots  of 
patience  and  we  seek  the  prayerful  advice  and  participa- 
tion of  all  of  those  who  feel  that  they  would  like  to  be  a part 
of  this  concern.  ■ 
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Report  from  Hawai'i 

by  Robert  Stauffer,  Honolulu  Meeting 

The  cost  of  a house  for  a Meeting  or  a family  here  runs 
over  three  times  the  national  average  and  is  the  country's 
highest.  So  we  give  thanks  for  the  wisdom  of  our  earlier 
members  (some  of  whom  are  still  with  us),  who  during  the 
1940s  and  50s  saved  and  finally  borrowed  sufficient  funds 
to  purchase  our  meeting  house  in  1957. 

More  than  just  a meeting  house,  Honolulu's  Friends 
Center  makes  rooms  (and  breakfast)  available  for  travel- 
ling Friends  and  friends  of  Friends  and  provides  space  for 
the  local  AFSC  office.  The  Center's  meeting  room  has  also 
long  been  used  by  friendly  groups  for  presentations  and 
gatherings,  often  with  welcomed  refreshments  provided 
by  the  Meeting's  live-in  resident  couple  (or  "wardens"  to 
our  Commonwealth  friends). 

The  meeting  house  is  located  in  a somewhat  (embar- 
rassingly) stately  valley  of  magnificent  views,  blessed  ti 
plants,  shade  trees,  and  fine  homes. 

A separate  building  on  the  Center's  grounds  provides 
garage  and  storage  space  and  a small  guest  room  for 
visitors.  We  are  thankful  in  this  regard  that  our  weather 
inflicts  such  soothing  effects  on  us,  having  a temperature 
swing  during  the  year  twice  again  smaller  than  the  next 
most  tranquil  state.  I mention  the  weather  because  that 
poor  separate  building's  single-wall  construction  had 
gotten  so  eaten  away  by  termites  and  age  that  the  walls 
had  become  wooden  Venetian  blinds  providing  no  protec- 
tion from  the  elements,  and  only  the  presence  of  adjoining 
foliage  preserved  visitors'  modesty. 

Deciding  last  year  to  rebuild  the  structure,  we  ran  up 
against  various  zoning  laws  enacted  over  the  intervening 
decades  since  it  had  been  built.  (We  also  have,  thankfully, 
the  most  severe  land-use  controls  in  the  country.)  Perhaps 
appropriately,  we  found  the  laws  to  be  somewhat  Quakerly 
in  their  effect:  they  prohibited  the  construction  of  anything 
except  a simple  copy  of  what  had  originally  been  there. 

So,  together  with  some  work  on  the  main  house,  we 
engaged  in  a major  fund-raising  effort  and  spent  over 
$50,000  on  planning,  developing,  excavating,  raising, 
finishing,  and  painting  a new  garage  and  guest  room 
structure  that  looks  modest  and  simple  and  essentially  the 
same  as  the  old  one.  Visitors  report  noticing  some  slight 
differences,  however:  they  enjoy  the  privacy  of  solid  walls, 
and  savor  having  hot  water  and  an  inside  shower. 

Besides  the  costs  of  maintaining  the  Friends  Center,  the 
Meeting  has  for  twenty  years  sponsored  an  annual  Friends 
Festival  (around  October)  that  sells  previously  owned 
wares,  homemade  foods,  and  assorted  other  goodies. 
Together  with  the  Center's  thrift  shop,  these  activities 
have  raised  from  $10  thousand  to  $20  thousand  annually 
for  the  AFSC  and  various  peace  and  social  order  grants.  ■ 


New  Mexico  Regional  News 

by  Elizabeth  Buckley,  Albuquerque  Meeting 

The  fall  1993  Friendly  Women's  Retreat  met  at  Pinon 
Camp  outside  of  Albuquerque,  focusing  on  the  theme: 
"Our  Seasons,  Our  Changes,  Our  Turning  Points."  About 
thirty  women  traveled  from  Santa  Fe,  Gallup,  Albuquer- 
que, Socorro,  Gila,  and  Rock  Point,  Arizona,  to  participate 
in  worship-sharing,  friendship  walks,  art  projects,  journal 
writing,  talks  in  front  of  the  fireplace,  and  the  making  of 
stone  soup.  Over  the  years,  these  retreats  have  provided 
an  opportunity  for  New  Mexico  Regional  women  to  share 
on  a deeper  level  and  to  create  a sense  of  connectedness. 

It  is  this  sense  of  connectedness,  of  community,  that 
many  Friends  hunger  for  and  strive  to  foster  within  meet- 
ings. This  Fall,  Albuquerque  Meeting  held  two  threshing 
sessions  on  "Our  role  as  adults  with  respect  to  our  chil- 
dren, as  well  as  concerns  about  our  personal  relationship 
with  the  Meeting."  In  the  format  of  worship-sharing, 
fundamental  questions  and  observations  arose.  How  can 
we  help  newcomers  feel  truly  welcomed  and  included? 
What  do  we  pass  on  to  our  children  about  what  it  means 
to  be  a Quaker?  We  can  lose  touch  with  the  course  of  each 
others'  lives  through  being  caught  up  in  the  busyness  of 
our  own.  Often,  it  takes  a personal  life-crisis  to  realize  how 
deeply  the  Meeting  loves  each  of  us. 

For  many  NM  regional  Friends,  the  Meeting  newslet- 
ter facilitates  staying  connected.  Each  month  Santa  Fe 
features  an  interview  with  Friends  of  their  meeting. 
Durango  includes  birthdays  in  their  calendar  section. 

Through  the  newsletter.  Friends  learn  of  other  ways  to 
gather,  in  addition  to  Sunday  meeting  for  worship  and 
committee  meetings.  Las  Cruces  has  a monthly  Quaker 
study  group,  as  well  as  a Friday  night  Timer  Meeting. 
Santa  Fe  has  a reading/discussion  group  on  various  Pendle 
Hill  pamphlets.  Albuquerque  has  a monthly  "Discussion 
Sunday,"  where  Friends  speak  of  their  spiritual  journeys. 
Durango  meets  in  worship-sharing  one  Sunday  each 
month,  as  well  as  holding  several  adult  discussions  each 
month  on  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting's  Faith  and  Practice. 
Friends  from  Socorro,  Albuquerque,  and  Santa  Fe  travel 
twice  each  month  to  worship  with  those  in  the  Los  Limas 
prison. 

Potlucks  and  meeting-related  workdays  also  serve  as 
opportunities  for  strengthening  connections.  So  do  other 
community  projects,  such  as  Albuquerque's  Fall  Fiesta 
Ole!  (annual  fund-raising  festival),  or  Durango's  new 
acquisition  of  meeting  house  land.  All  of  this  works  to- 
gether to  foster  community  among  New  Mexico  Regional 
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College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  News 

by  Patricia  Silva,  Fresno  Meeting 

From  San  Francisco  Meeting: 

"More  than  120  Friends  from  throughout  Northern 
California  gathered  at  Berkeley  Friends  Meeting  House 
on  August  24, 1993,  for  a benefit  for  Friends  Center  Mos- 
cow. If  nothing  else,  the  benefit  proved  that  Quakers  can 
laugh  at  themselves. 

Helping  prove  the  point  were  Doug  Gwyn,  pastor  at 
Berkeley  Friends  Church,  and  Signe  Wilkinson,  Pulitzer 
Prize  winning  editorial  cartoonist  for  the  Philadelphia 
Daily  News.  Doug  was  the  warm-up  act,  singing  a couple 
of  his  Quaker  folk  songs,  'Baking  Quakers  from  Scratch' 
and  'Be  Kind  to  the  Man  in  Black.'  Signe  then  showed 
slides  of  her  cartoons,  many  of  which  depicted  the  lighter 
side  of  Quaker  life  and  of  life  in  the  United  States  in 
general.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more  accurate  to  say  that 
Signe  conveyed  a very  strong  message  about  how  we 
Quakers  ought  to  get  off  our  self-congratulatory  benches 
and  get  out  in  the  real  world  to  testify  to  our  Quaker  values 
— and  she  did  so  with  an  absolutely  brilliant  wit.  The 
meetinghouse  has  probably  not  seen  so  much  side-split- 
ting laughter  since  it  was  built." 

A small  group  from  Marin  Meeting  gathered  for  a 
retreat  "at  the  home  of  A1  Baez,  blessed  with  perfect 
weather  and  with  a seriousness  of  purpose." 

"The  topic  was  'the  spiritual  life  of  the  meeting:'  what 
people  have  gained  from  their  relationship  with  the  meet- 
ing, in  a spiritual  sense,  and  what  they  have  gained  from 
the  Society  of  Friends  in  general...  and  after  much  thought 
and  rich  sharing  of  experience,  the  morning  closed  at  noon 
with  quiet  worship  followed  by  a hearty  potluck  lunch 
and  lively  conversation.  The  early  afternoon  was  devoted 
to  discussing  aspects  of  the  day-to-day  running  of  the 
meeting,  resulting  in  ideas  for  cutting  back  on  the  business 
and  committee  duties  in  favor  of  a stronger  focus  on 
worship  and  spiritual  communion." 

Delta  Meeting  gathered  once  again  for  a witness  at 
Lawrence  Livermore  Lab  to  celebrate  the  Christmas  sea- 
son — an  annual  event  for  their  meeting  for  the  past 
several  years.  The  witness  is  an  expression  and  com- 
memoration of  the  spirit  of  peace  in  the  Christmas  holi- 
day. Friends  from  other  meetings  are  invited  and  join 
them  in  this  witness. 

College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  has  drafted  a minute 
establishing  a scholarship  fund  for  Quaker  children  of  the 
Quarter  who  want  to  attend  Quaker  Schools,  through  the 
twelfth  grade.  The  fund  will  be  administered  by  the  Min- 
istry and  Oversight  Committee  of  CPQM,  with  seed  money 
of  $2,000.  (From  a report  by  Jane  Mills  to  Redwood  Forest 
Meeting) 

This  correspondent  encourages  Friends  to  send  items 
of  interest  for  inclusion,  suggestions,  and  ideas  with  re- 
gard to  this  CPQM  column.  Patricia  Silva,  Fresno  Meeting.* 


JANUARY  1994  — PAGE  85 

Monthly  Meeting  Minutes 

In  the  year  1660,  George  Fox,  the  founder  of  the  Reli- 
gious Society  of  Friends  (Quakers),  spoke  the  following 
words  to  King  Charles  II  of  England: 

"We  utterly  deny  all  outward  wars  and  strife,  and 
fightings  with  outward  weapons,  for  any  end  or 
under  any  pretense  whatever:  This  is  our  testi- 
mony to  the  world." 

Quakers  today  still  oppose  the  use  of,  or  the  threat  to 
use,  weapons  of  any  kind!  With  the  prevalent  violence  on 
our  streets,  gang  warfare,  and  drive-by  shootings,  we  as 
Friends  reaffirm  our  belief  in  non-violent  solutions  to 
these  problems.  Quakers  believe  that  there  is  "that  of 
God"  in  every  person.  We  would  rather  suffer  injustice 
than  commit  it. 

Phoenix  Monthly  Meeting  ■ 

Queer  Quaker  Minute 

The  Queer  Quakers  of  NPYM  [North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting]  are  submitting  this  minute  for  consideration  by 
NPYM  and  all  [its]  Quarterly  Meetings.  If  adopted,  it 
could  serve  as  a testimony  of  NPYM  to  all  yearly  meetings. 

Title:  A Loving  Response  to  Hostility  to  Homosexual  People. 

There  is  a rising  tide  of  violence  and  degradation 
against  lesbians,  gay  men,  bisexuals,  transvestites,  and 
transsexuals  (sexual  minorities)  in  the  states  which  com- 
prise our  yearly  meeting.  We  acknowledge  how  natural  it 
is  to  "match  this  energy"  and  wish,  speak,  or  act  ill  against 
individuals  and  organizations  that  espouse  such  disre- 
gard and  disrespect  against  sexual  minorities. 

We  assert,  however,  that  all  violence  separates  us  from 
ourselves,  from  God,  and  from  each  other.  Recognizing 
other's  aggression  as  a cry  for  help  enables  us  to  respond 
with  compassion.  When  we  attack  another,  we  express 
our  own  fear  and  pain;  and  we  perpetuate  a cycle  of 
action/reaction  devoid  of  empathy  or  positive  regard.  We 
are  more  effective  if  we  center  ourselves  in  the  Light  and 
respond  with  Love. 

QUERIES: 

1)  Do  I take  concrete  action  to  show  my  support  for  and 
to  advocate  the  rights  of  sexual  minorities? 

2)  Do  I reach  out  to  help  heal  the  hurt  expressed  as 
hostility  to  sexual  minorities? 

ACTION: 

1)  NPYM  and  [its]  quarterly  meetings  allocate  money 
for  a traveling  ministry  to  raise  these  concerns. 

2)  [Friends]  encourage  family  and  friends  to  support 
P-FLAG  (Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays), 
march  in  Pride  parades,  welcome  sexual  minorities  to 
meeting,  write  letters  of  support,  etc.  ■ 
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Dorothy  Dumble  Freeburg 

Dorothy  Dumble  Freeburg  was  bom  to  Martin  Luther 
Dumble  and  Pearl  A r line  Minor  Dumble  on  June  21, 1910, 
at  Marion,  Ohio. 

Her  husband  of  ten  years,  Victor  O.  Freeburg,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  taught  for  two  years 
at  Haverford  College.  Among  his  Quaker  friends  was 
Henry  Cadbury,  who  later  became  a good  friend  to  both. 

After  Victor's  death  in  1953,  Dorothy  applied  for 
membership  in  the  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  Meeting 
and  became  a member  in  December  1953.  When  she 
moved  to  Phoenix  in  1959  she  transferred  her  member- 
ship to  Phoenix  Monthly  Meeting. 

Dorothy  taught  school  from  1933  to  1981,  beginning 
with  the  "Leisure-Time  School"  at  the  YWCA,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  offered  to  the  unemployed.  In  1981  she  com- 
pleted 48  years  of  teaching  with  the  Laubach  Program  at 
the  Wesley  Community  Center  and  the  Adult  Learning 
Center  in  Phoenix.  In  between  she  taught  for  15  years  at 
Phoenix  College  (1959-19 75)  and  briefly  at  schools  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  including  Robert  College  in 
Istanbul. 

She  died  peacefully  in  her  sleep  on  April  15, 1993.  ■ 

Raymond  Immerwahr 

Raymond  Immerwahr  was  bom  May  11, 1913,  in  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  and  passed  away  quietly  on  April  15, 1993. 
He  married  Josephine  Dreyer  in  December  1943.  This  year 
would  have  been  Ray's  80th  birthday  and  50th  wedding 
anniversary.  His  daughters,  Ruth  and  Debbie,  were  bom 
in  1945  and  1959,  respectively.  His  grandson,  Danny  Corr, 
was  bom  to  Ruth  and  John  Corr  in  1977. 

Ray  graduated  from  Swarthmore  College  and  did 
graduate  work  in  German,  first  at  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity and  then  at  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley, 
from  which  he  received  his  Ph.D.  in  1941.  During  WW II 
he  worked  in  military  intelligence  intercepting  and  trans- 
lating foreign  language  radio.  He  knew  German,  French, 
Italian,  and  Spanish,  and  learned  Japanese. 

Ray  taught  at  Swarthmore  and  Washington  University 
in  St.  Louis  before  accepting  a position  in  the  German 
Department  at  the  University  of  Washington.  The  UW 
considered  itself  fortunate  to  obtain  a scholar  of  Ray's 
reputation. 

Ray  was  introduced  to  Friends  while  a student  at 
Swarthmore  and  began  attending  Meeting  in  St.  Louis.  He 
became  a member  of  University  Meeting  in  1962.  His 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  peace  and  his  stance  against 
militarism  was  so  strong  that  he  moved  to  Canada  in  1970 
to  protest  U.S.  involvement  in  the  Vietnam  war.  He  left  his 
position  at  the  University  of  Washington  and  joined  the 
faculty  of  the  University  of  Western  Ontario,  where  he 


became  chair  of  the  German  Department.  He  transferred 
his  membership  to  the  London,  Ontario,  Meeting  in  1971. 
When  he  retired,  he,  Josephine,  and  Debbie  moved  back  to 
Seattle,  and  University  Meeting  welcomed  the  transfer  of 
his  membership  back  in  1981.  He  maintained  his  member- 
ship at  University  Meeting  until  his  death,  though  he 
became  a sojourning  member  of  Eastside  Meeting  in 
Bellevue,  Washington,  in  1991  after  a move  to  that  city. 

Ray  was  a faithful  member  of  University  Meeting, 
serving  on  many  committees,  including  Oversight,  until  a 
year  before  he  died.  He  enjoyed  North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  annual  sessions  and  the  broader  community  of 
Friends.  He  gave  of  himself  to  those  around  him.  Appar- 
ent to  all  was  his  love  and  devotion  to  family,  which 
continued  to  include  Ruth's  ex-husband,  John  Corr.  Ray 
spoke  openly  and  movingly  of  the  challenges  in  his  life 
and  of  Debbie's  Down's  syndrome.  He  shared  his  appre- 
ciation of  the  love,  joy,  and  happiness  she  brings  to  life  and 
all  around  her.  He  loved  things  of  beauty,  gardening,  and 
especially  music.  At  his  request,  his  memorial  included 
Debbie  playing  the  piano,  Danny  Corr  playing  the  guitar, 
and  Roger  Craven,  the  bells.  Above  all,  Ray  was  a man  of 
kindness,  peace,  and  integrity.  He  lived  up  to  his  name, 
Immerwahr,  which  can  be  translated,  "Always  True."  We 
give  thanks  for  his  life.  ■ 

Jane  Schinzinger 

Jane  Harris  Schinzinger,  a member  of  Orange  County 
Meeting,  died  on  April  23, 1993,  in  Irvine,  California.  She 
was  66. 

Jane  died  of  ovarian  cancer.  She  had  faced  her  illness 
with  great  courage  and  grace  and  was  thankful  she  could 
stay  at  home  under  Hospice  care,  surrounded  by  her  family. 

She  was  bom  in  Riverside,  California,  in  1927  and  was 
a graduate  of  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley,  where 
she  earned  a degree  in  Education.  In  1952  she  married 
Roland  Schinzinger,  and  his  teaching  positions  took  them 
to  Pittsburgh  (PA),  Istanbul  (Turkey),  the  Bay  area  (CA), 
and  in  1965  to  Irvine  (CA). 

When  her  youngest  child  entered  school,  Jane  obtained 
a library  certificate  and  worked  as  a librarian  until  taking 
early  retirement  in  1983  to  devote  the  next  ten  years  to  a 
search  of  her  roots  and  those  of  her  husband.  Genealogy 
opened  a new  world  and  brought  her  many  good  friends. 

Jane  had  been  a strong  believer  in  the  peace  and  social 
justice  testimonies  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
since  college  days.  Later  she  became  a founding  member 
of  the  Orange  County  Friends  Meeting  in  Costa  Mesa. 

Her  immediate  family  include  her  husband,  Roland; 
son,  Stefan  and  his  wife,  Sally  Kellman  in  Oakland;  Daugh- 
ter, Annelise  in  Irvine;  daughter,  Barbara,  with  husband, 
Jorge  Garcia,  and  five-month-old  Johanna  in  Seattle.  ■ 
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Advertisements 


All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with  the 
beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends.  $.40  per 
word.  Minimum  charge,  $8.00.  Add  10%  if 
boxed.  ALL  ADS  MUST  BE  PREPAID,  pay- 
ment accompanying  copy.  Send  for  informa- 
tion sheet  with  prices  for  display  ads  and 
mechanical  requirements.  Copy  deadline:  45 
days  prior  to  publication.  Publishing  of  adver- 
tisements does  not  imply  endorsement  by 
Friends  Bulletin. 


SEEKING  PRINCIPAL 

John  Woolman  School,  a Quaker  sec- 
ondary boarding  and  day  school,  lo- 
cated in  rural  Northern  California,  seeks 
a Principal,  beginning  July  1,  1994. 
Contact:  Search  Committee,  JWS, 
13075  Woolman  Lane,  Grass  Valley, 
CA  95959. 


FRIENDS  MUSIC  CAMP 

Friends  Music  Camp,  held  at  Olney 
Friends  School  in  Bamesville,  Ohio,  of- 
fers a marvelous  summer  experience  for 
young  people  aged  10-18.  FMC  campers 
report  fun  ...  friendships  ...  musical  and 
spiritual  growth.  For  brochure  and  infor- 
mation, write  FMC,  PO  Box  427,  Yellow 
Springs,  OH  45387.  Phone  (513)  767- 
1311  or  (513)767-1818. 


Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin. 

Please  enclose  $20  for  individual  and 
gift  subscriptions,  $16  for  meeting 
subscriptions  (list  meeting),  and  $14 
for  low  income/student  subscriptions. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 

Meeting 

Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are 
tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 
Please  mail  to  Friends  Bulletin,  1620 
NW  Menlo  Drive,  Corvallis,  OR 
97330. 


LEGISLATIVE  INTERNS 

Three  positions  available  assisting 
FCNL  lobbyists.  These  are  11-month 
paid  assignments,  usually  filled  by  re- 
cent college  graduates,  beginning  Sep- 
tember 1, 1994.  Duties  include  research, 
writing,  monitoring  issues,  attending 
hearings  and  coalition  meetings,  and 
maintaining  files.  Write  or  call  for  an 
application.  Friends  Committee  on  Na- 
tional Legislation,  245  Second  St  NE, 
Washington,  DC  20002.  Phone:  (202)  547- 
6000.  Application  deadline:  March  1 , 1 994. 

HOUSE  EXCHANGE  - ENGLAND 
We  are  planning  to  spend  a few  weeks  in 
the  USA  next  summer  (1994)  and  would 
like  to  arrange  a house  swap  with  a family 
interested  in  staying  in  England  for  a 
similar  period. 

Elizabeth  and  I have  two  children  aged  12 
and  14.  We  live  in  Somerset  in  the  West 
Country  in  a 3-4  bedroom  house  with 
three  acres  of  land. 

If  you  are  interested  and  would  like  fur- 
ther details,  please  do  contact  us. 

Martin  Wall,  Ginger  Farm,  West 
Monkton,  Taunton,  Somerset,  TA2  8NN, 
England.  Telephone:  Day:  0884  243090, 
Evening  0823  412837. 


RESIDENT  SERVICES 
COORDINATOR 

The  Resident  Services  Coordinator  is 
directly  responsible  for  working  with 
residents  of  61  living  units  within  a 
multi  level  retirement  community 
Three  years  experience  with  elderly; 
skilled  in  listening,  respect  for  indi- 
vidual autonomy,  sensitive  caring  atti- 
tude, knowledgeable  of  elderly  issues. 
Thirty  hours  per  week  position.  EOE. 
Resumes,  Friends  House,  684  Benicia 
Dr,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409. 


SEEKING  MENTOR 

Young  family  physician  seeks  mentor  in 
the  Bay  Area  familiar  with  area  public 
health  or  community  clinics.  I am  hoping 
to  move  to  the  Bay  area,  possibly  in  the 
Fall  of  1994  and  could  use  your  advice. 
Julie  Ralls,  M.D.,  620  Begonia  Ave,  Co- 
rona del  Mar,  CA  92625,  (714)  673-3134. 


Vital  Statistics 

Births 

• Sophia  Sayako  Miyoshi,  bom  to 
Janice  and  Hideaki  Miyoshi- 
Vitarelli,  November  3,  1993, 
Honolulu  Meeting. 

• Willa  Montana  Joy,  bom  to 
Marguerite  and  Joe  Perry,  Decem- 
ber 26,  1992,  Multnomah  Meeting. 

Marriages 

• Dawn  Wicca  and  Kirby  Umer, 
under  the  care  of  Multnomah 
Meeting,  September  11,  1993. 

• Donna  Schumann  and  Mark 
Brodeck,  under  the  care  of  Olympia 
Meeting,  November  20,  1993. 

Deaths 

• Cleo  Cox,  September  16,  1993, 
Phoenix  Meeting. 

• Bill  Basnight,  October  24,  1993, 
University  Meeting. 

• Marian  Spitzer,  November  19, 

1993,  Berkeley  Meeting. 

• Laura  Bell  Miles,  January  1,  1994, 
Olympia  Meeting. 

New  Members 

• Jane  Barnard,  Tempe. 

• Mark  Brodeck,  Olympia. 

• Lexanne  Bumm,  University. 

• Marissa  Caldeira,  Berkeley. 

• Jim  Coats,  Davis. 

• Molly  Cooley,  Multnomah. 

• Alice  Daniel,  Honolulu  (Big  Island). 

• Sarah  Dunkel-Keller,  Mountain  View. 

• Lois  Elkington  (transfer  from 
Tacoma),  University. 

• Eve  Forrest  (transfer  from 
Monterey  Peninsula),  Santa  Cruz. 

• Susan  Hennies,  Davis. 

• John  Konovsky,  Olympia. 

• Bill  Moninger,  Boulder. 

• Rachel  Moore,  Mountain  View. 

• Sheila  Moser,  Santa  Cruz. 

• Phil  Oliver  (transfer  from  Pima), 

San  Francisco. 

• Shirley  Osgood,  Mountain  View. 

• Connie  Patton,  Honolulu. 

• Marilyn  Patton,  Santa  Cruz. 

• Suzanne  Radcliffe,  Berkeley. 

• Donna  Schumann,  Olympia. 

• Eve  Visconti,  Palo  Alto. 

• Anton  Walden,  La  Jolla. 

• Denny  Webster,  Boulder.  ■ 
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Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation 

The  1994  Annual  Meeting  for  the  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation, 
Section  of  the  Americas,  will  be  held  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Southwest  and  Viking 
Conference  Center  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  March  17-20,  1994.  Highlights  of  the 
gathering  include  preparations  for  the  August  1994  Triennial,  a panel  discussion  on 
developing  Quaker  leadership,  a gathering  for  Latin  American  Friends,  and  a 
workshop  on  translation.  For  information  contact  Steve  Serafin  in  the  Section  Office, 
(215)  241-7250. 

American  Friends  Service  Committee  Staff 

June  Shimokawa  has  been  hired  as  the  new  AFSC  staff  person  in  the  Honolulu 
office.  She  is  working  with  women  from  the  Philippines  who  were  sexually  abused 
by  occupying  Imperial  Japanese  forces  in  WW II.  She  is  also  working  on  the  issue  of 
joint  U.S.  and  Japanese  Defense  Forces  maneuvers  at  the  Pohakuloa  Training  Area 
on  the  Big  Island. 

Quaker  Women's  Retreat 

Colorado  Quaker  women  will  meet  March  25-27, 1994 , at  Camp  La  Foret  with 
the  theme  "Six  Stages  of  Womanhood:  Child,  Maiden,  Mother,  Woman  of  the 
World,  Wise  Woman,  Spirit."  Registration  ($55)  is  due  February  4,  1994.  All 
generations  from  age  15  up  are  encouraged  to  attend.  Register  with  Joanne  Cowan, 
3312  16th  St,  Boulder,  CO  80304,  (303)  444-0368. 

Quaker  SCAPnet 

Las  Cruces  Meeting  commends  to  Friends,  Anne-Marie  and  Erik  Eriksson,  who 
have  initiated  a network  of  Friends,  professionals  or  volunteers,  who  work  with 
those  affected  by  emotional  or  physical  child  abuse  of  a sexual  nature. 

To  join  Quaker  SCAPnet  contact  ISRNI,  P.O.  Box  7375,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88006- 
7375,  (505)  521-4260  or  (505)  521-3723.  n 


Starlight 

by  Robert  Murphy,  Wyoming  Meeting 

I wake  in  a cold  November  night  to  three  stars  floating  in  a row  across  the  skylight  above  me.  Orion's  Belt,  I imagine, 
but  their  name  is  not  my  concern.  Their  brilliance  and  the  very  air  itself  seem  glittery-cold  and  beautiful,  a cosmic  purity. 
Nothing  but  a pane  of  glass  stands  between  us;  they  belong  to  me. 

Only  later  do  I realize  that  God  put  them  there  for  me.  And  I am  wonderfully  moved  by  their  cold  and  incorruptible 
radiance. 

God's  plan  for  that  scene  had  its  beginning  in  the  first  celestial  movements  marking  time  and  may  go  back  more 
recently  some  tens  of  thousands  of  years  when  the  steady  light  of  those  stars  left  for  its  space  trip  to  me.  But  I pay  no 
attention  to  God's  intricate  planning  in  the  four-dimensional  curves  of  space;  like  a child  I just  accept  my  gift. 

And  hear  its  message:  that  I am  the  center  of  the  Universe. 

So  are  you.  So  is  Owl  whose  visual  purple  is  chemically  transformed  that  night  by  the  wispy  energy  of  starlight  into 
her  perception  of  dead  leaves  shifting  above  the  trembling  body  of  Mouse  who  has  just  heard  Owl  announce  her  plans 
for  the  evening.  Mouse  will  wind  up  inside  Owl  and  her  soul  will  return  to  its  beloved  home. 

So  also  at  the  center  are  our  friends  farther  out.  I believe  I have  cousins,  unknown  but  beloved,  two  million  and  more 
light  years  out  in  Andromeda  and  beyond,  on  whose  lives  fall  the  infinitesimal  impact  of  my  three  stars,  although  the 
most  sophisticated  radio  telescopes  of  those  cousins  may  never  isolate  and  know  them. 

My  stars  drifting  across  the  skylight,  rhodopsin  changed  by  the  feathery  touch  of  their  light  into  Mouse-awareness, 
and  even  their  infinitesimal  impact  on  our  cousins  out  there,  are  gifts  of  unimaginable  perfection  — deliberate 
"accidents"  falling  from  the  pihata  of  our  ordered  and  beautiful  Universe,  n 
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